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CURRICULUM POLICY 
 
Clacton County High School is a learning environment at the heart of its community. We promote care 
and respect and expect high standards in all aspects of school life. Our aim is to meet the needs of 
young people in Clacton, preparing them for adult and working life in the 21st century.  
 
The curriculum is at the heart of every school and at CCHS we are committed to the continuous 

improvement of our curriculum and its delivery. 

 

 
 

1. Our curriculum intent 
 

“Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today” 
- Malcom X      - 

Education isn’t just about knowledge or facts, as the Dalai Lama says, it’s also about educating hearts.  
At CCHS we educate our young people, through our PROUD values, to be kind and empathetic as well 
as to have the ability to think, listen and speak out confidently about what they believe in, enabling 
them to be successful in life. But what determines whether an individual is successful in life?  And what 
defines success? 

 
The dictionary describes success as “attaining wealth, prosperity and/or fame” but we all know that 
money/and or fame doesn’t buy happiness.  Successful people are confident and can lead themselves, 
as well as others. They have their own vision and mission and seek to bring it to life on a daily basis.  
Being successful means the achievement of desired visions and planned goals. 
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As educators at CCHS we have developed a culture of high expectations for all, which raises aspirations 
transforming lives. We believe anything is possible if you have the right attitude to learning.  Our taught 
school week comprises twenty 75 minute periods in years 7-11; teaching time per subject reflects the 
need to maintain a broad and balanced curriculum. Through our ambitious curriculum, and our PROUD 
values, which are threaded throughout, we aim to develop character and confidence making a positive 
difference to every young person's life chances, regardless of their starting point.  Encouraging our 
students to explore all their talents and allowing them to experience a wide range of opportunities, 
opens their minds to a brighter future enabling them to achieve their dreams and goals, in short, to be 
successful...and transform their lives. 
 

2. Our curriculum implementation 
 

‘The main purpose of the curriculum is to build up the 
content of long-term memory (the Schema) so that 
when students are asked to think, they are able to think 
in more powerful ways because what is in the long-
term memories makes their short-term memories more 
powerful. That is why curriculum matters.’ (Wiliam 
2018) 
 
At CCHS we know our students learn best through 
emotional engagement using stories, dilemmas, 
provocative art and controversies to ignite their 
curiosity. Humans are a curious, challenge seeking 
species, and being challenged is an entitlement for 
every child. 
Our broad, ambitious, well sequenced curriculum delivered using pedagogical techniques such as 
Rosenshine's Principles, Cognitive Load Theory and Generative Learning, enables our students to learn 
more and remember more, assimilate and apply their knowledge to different contexts giving them 
the confidence to articulate their ideas or challenge others. 
 
The delivery of our curriculum is focussed on our trivium, ‘knowledge, exploration and 
communication’ and is literacy-rich providing our students with the opportunities to read and write in 
a range of contexts, using Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary, for different purposes and in response to a 
variety of exciting, first-hand experiences.  
 

Knowledge 
Knowledge is important to all thinking.  We understand new things in relation to what we already 
know.  Retrieving knowledge helps us to remember it for longer.  During teaching, we focus on two 
key parts to make knowledge powerful; the learning of knowledge, skills and techniques and the 
remembering of that knowledge, skill or technique.  
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Exploration 
During exploration students develop their understanding of skills or knowledge, asking the “how” and “why” 
questions, through challenging, thought provoking tasks, experiments, hands-on practice or debate.  
Exploration provides opportunities for teachers to show students how to practice, assimilate and apply their 
knowledge to a variety of contexts.  
 

Communication 
Through communication teachers are able to feedback, probe and address misconceptions ensuring students 
are able to communicate their understanding with confidence and clarity through either oracy or the written 
word. 
 

Inclusivity 
We believe that being challenged is an entitlement for every child and so we deliver our ambitious curriculum 
to all, scaffolding where appropriate, but never differentiating materials in advance as it predetermines what 
students are able to do.  We ensure all students are able to access the full curriculum, however, in some cases 
students are better suited to a different program of study. 
 

Our approach to Teaching & Learning 
At CCHS our primary focus is on the delivery of high quality teaching and learning that allows our students to 
achieve their full potential.  In order to effectively deliver our ambitious curriculum we must ensure that our 
teaching staff have access to high quality professional development that keeps them at the forefront of the 
latest research in teaching practice whilst being given the opportunity to share this learning with colleagues.  
 
Our teaching and learning foci for this year are: 

● Feedback 
● Vocabulary development 
● Reading development 
● Retrieval Practice  

 
 

RANGE OF SUBJECTS & QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Subject Years 7,8 & 9 Years 10 & 11  Years 12-13 

English literature   GCSE A-Level 

English Language   GCSE A-Level 

Mathematics   GCSE A-Level 

Further Maths  GCSE A-Level 

Science   GCSE BTEC Level 3 

Biology  GCSE A-Level 

Chemistry  GCSE A-Level 

Physics  GCSE A-Level 

French   GCSE (from 2024)  

Spanish   GCSE  

Physical Education     

Sport  BTEC Level 1&2 BTEC Level 3 (double) 
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Sport Science  BTEC Level 1&2 (until 2023)  

Dance  BTEC Level 1&2  

History   GCSE A-Level 

Geography   GCSE A-Level 

Religious Education   GCSE A-Level 

Computer Science   GCSE A-Level 

ICT   BTEC Level 3 

Textiles   GCSE A-Level 

Food Technology   WJEC Vocational Award BTEC Level 3 

Art   GCSE A-Level 

Photography  GCSE A-Level 

Drama   BTEC Level 1&2 A-Level 

Music   BTEC Level 1&2 RSL level 3 

Literacy     

Numeracy     

Product design  BTEC Level 1&2 BTEC Level 3 

Technology     

Media Studies   BTEC Level 1&2  

Business Studies  BTEC Level 1&2 BTEC Level 3 

Event Management  BTEC Level 1&2  

Child Care  BTEC Level 1&2  

Health & Social Care   BTEC Level 3 (double)  

Psychology   A-Level  

Sociology   A-Level 

Extended Project   Academic 

Law   A-Level 

Criminology   A-Level 

 

PROUD 

In addition to the subjects above, our PROUD (Perseverance, Responsibility,Opportunity, Unity, Diversity) 

curriculum is delivered fortnightly through a bespoke lesson and followed up during a tutor session to ensure 

the effective delivery of vital curriculum elements including: careers information and guidance (CIAG); 

personal, social, health and economic education (PSHEE); science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM); sex, relationships and health education (SRHE); citizenship and cross-curricular 

skills, in particular those of literacy, numeracy and ICT. These lessons will also involve the input of 

external agencies to support our in-house delivery.  Modern British Values form a thread throughout 

all of the PROUD lessons and we ensure that there are relevant tie-ins to the entire range of subject 

areas in all key stages.   



6 

 

Broader Curriculum  

For our year 9 students we broaden their curriculum further by providing them with the opportunity 

to experience a range of different topics on a rotating basis.  Sessions such as first aid, managing 

finance, Duke of Edinburgh Award, film animation, couch to 5k and cooking. 

 

Extra-curricular 

Our extra-curricular offer is vast and ranges from sports clubs to building, and racing, Formula 24 cars.  

We also run various subject related, and non-subject related, trips, encouraging our students to 

explore all their talents and allowing them to experience a wide range of opportunities, opening their 

minds to a brighter future enabling them to achieve their dreams and goals, in short, to be successful. 

 

 

3. Our Curriculum Impact  
Being able to evaluate the intent and 

implementation of the curriculum is 

essential to evaluate success. As a 

school, we have developed a Book 

Study approach to measuring 

curriculum impact that assesses 

what students’ know and can 

articulate.  

 

Along with using Book Study, we also 

use climate walks and student 

outcomes to measure the full impact 

of our curriculum. 

 

The Book Study runs as follows: 
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4. Transition 
 
Students join us in year 7 at the beginning of KS3. Teaching programmes are carefully planned to take 
into account students’ previous work and achievements at KS2. This work will be supported by the use 
of agreed transfer documentation, including National Curriculum information and other formal and 
informal contacts between teaching staff here and at our main partner primary schools. The importance 
of transition from KS3 to GCSE courses also needs to be recognised in the planning of schemes of work 
and the level of demands made upon students. 
 
 

5. Sixth Form 
 
The aims outlined at the start of this document apply equally in the sixth form. The sixth form works 
alongside a number of other local providers to ensure the broadest possible range of courses are 
offered to our students. 
Sigma Sixth offers approximately 20 traditional A Levels alongside approximately 10 to 15 vocational 
courses, at Level 3. All these courses offer progression to employment, apprenticeships and higher 
education. The full details of these courses can be found within our Sixth Form Prospectus. There is also 
a small Level 2 offer for students who need this. 
 
Alongside their academic study, there is the opportunity for students to engage in significant 
enrichment opportunities. Some of these are organised on a regular, weekly basis and include the 
opportunity to improve qualifications in the core subjects of English and maths, and additional 
experiences in sport. Opportunities for involvement in voluntary activities are also made available. All 
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enrichment activities are optional, but it is hoped as many students as possible will decide to 
participate. 
 


